BOOK 11
CHAPTER V
PEOGEESS OF HINDU CIVILISATION IN SUVARNAIMPA
*
1.   SOCIETY
The fundamental basis of the Hindu society, and one which
distinguishes it from all other known societies, is the system of
caste. That this was introduced in Java, Madura and Sumatra is
clear from the occurrence of the word chaturvarna in early records,
and frequent reference to the Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and
Sudras in literature and inscriptions. This caste system, however,
was not the same as is prevalent in Hindu society to-day, but,
rather as it was in earlier times, such, for example, as we find
depicted in Manu-Samhita.
In order to convey an idea of the caste-system after its
transplantation in the distant colonies, we can do no better than
draw a picture of the system as it prevails to-day among the
Balinese of Bali and Lombok.
The people are divided into four castes, Brahmana, Kshatriya,
Vesya (Vaisya), and Sudra. The first three castes are twice-born
(dvijati), while the Sudras are ekajati (once-born),
Marriage among different castes is prevalent, but while a man
can marry a girl of his own or lower caste, a woman can only marry
one* of equal or higher caste. The union between a woman with a
man of lower caste is punishable by death. The children of mixed
marriages belong to the caste of the father, though they differ in
rank and status according to the caste of their mother.
The Brahm&nas are divided into two broad classes according
as they are,worshippers of Siva or Buddha. The first is again
sub-divided into five groups, originating mainly from the
with lower castes,
/    The Kshatriyas are also sub-divided into five classy
but not afl the royal families in Bali belong to this caste.
usual title is *Deva* for the man and 'Dssak* (Sfet DfeS?) for
the woman.
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